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refused to give him a copy of the instructions they had
sent to Calcutta, or supply him with information, he
filed a bill in Chancery against them. He also warned
the Government at Fort William that, in the event of
their retaining the money, his agents had instructions to
prosecute the Company in the Mayor's Court at Cal-
cutta; and asked Major Carnac to obtain the confirma-
tion of his right to the jagir from Meer Jaffier and the
new Nawab. The Directors claimed no title to the jagir /
they did not pretend that there was another claimant,
and they assigned no valid reason for withholding pay-
ment. The most eminent lawyers of the day, includ-
ing the Attorney-General and the Solicitor-General, were
of opinion that the Directors had no case; and the
Government of Bengal decided that if Clive's right to
the jagir were extinguished, it should revert to Meer
Jaffier, who had again been seated on the musnud. Clive
would no doubt have made good his claims, but before
the trial came to an issue the state of affairs in India
altered his relations to the Court of Directors.
The complete disorganisation, of the administrative
service iu Bengal, the anarchy and misery that prevailed
in the province, the war with Meer Cossim, and the
massacre at Patna had alarmed every one connected
with India. The Proprietors/trembling for their divi-
dends, and for the very safety of their eastern possessions,
turned to Clive as the only man who could save them
from ruin. At a very full General Court, held in March
1764, it was unanimously resolved that he should be
requested to return to India; and a proposal was made
that his jagir should be restored. Clive, who was pre-
sent, rose, and after declining to take advantage of the